
The role of talk and discussion
When children learn to talk purposefully together about maths, barriers of fear and anxiety are broken down and they 
grow in confi dence, skills and understanding. Building a healthy culture of ‘maths talk’ empowers their learning from 
day one. 

Explanation and discussion are integral to the Power Maths structure, so by simply following the books your lessons will 
stimulate structured talk. The following key ‘maths talk’ strategies will help you strengthen that culture and ensure that 
every child is included. 

Give every child a voice

Where the ‘hands up’ model 
allows only the more confi dent 

child to shine, Power Maths 
involves everyone. Make sure 
that no child dominates and 
that even the shyest child is 

encouraged to contribute – and 
are praised when they do.

Sentences, not words

Encourage children to use full 
sentences when reasoning, 

explaining or discussing maths. This 
helps both speaker and listeners 

to clarify their own understanding. 
It also reveals whether or not the 

speaker truly understands, enabling 
you to address misconceptions as 

they arise.

Think fi rst – then talk

Provide clear opportunities 
within each lesson for children 

to think and refl ect, so that 
their talk is purposeful, 
relevant and focused.

Working together

Working with others in pairs, groups 
or as a whole class is a great way to 
support maths talk and discussion. 

Use different group structures to add 
variety and challenge. For example, 

children could take timed turns 
for talking, work independently 
alongside a ‘discussion buddy’, 

or perhaps play different 
Power Maths character roles 

within their group.
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