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St Marie’s Catholic Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024/2025

	Date this summary was published
	October 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	July 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Gemma Price

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Emma Scott

	Name of local music hub 
	Sound!

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Knowsley Music and Performing Arts Service



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

	At St Marie’s Catholic Primary School, our musical curriculum aims to inspire children’s creativity, self-expression, and love of music. We endeavour to expose children to a wide range of musical experiences to foster a lifelong appreciation of music. Through music lessons, children develop skills in singing, playing tuned and untuned instruments, improvising, composing, listening, and responding to music. They also gain an understanding of music's history and cultural context, and how music can be written down.
The curriculum is taught through the Sing Up Music scheme, aligned with both the National Curriculum and the Model Music Curriculum. Each class receives a weekly music lesson: 30 minutes for EYFS, 40 minutes for KS1, and 50 minutes for KS2, across 3- or 6-week units. This structure ensures progressive skill development and curriculum coverage.
The Sing Up scheme ensures that students learn to sing, listen, play, perform, compose, improvise, and evaluate music. A strong emphasis is placed on building musical vocabulary to enable children to discuss and analyse music confidently. Regular formative assessment within lessons allows teachers to monitor pupil progress in skills and understanding, informing future lesson planning and individual support where needed.
Children also participate in weekly ukulele lessons delivered by a specialist teacher. Each KS2 class experiences these lessons on a rotational basis throughout the year, ensuring equitable access. A dedicated music classroom supports both group sessions and individual rehearsals.
Music is embedded in school life through assemblies, seasonal performances, concerts, instrument learning, and extra-curricular activities. We strive to provide children with diverse opportunities to express themselves musically and develop their talents.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	At St Marie’s Catholic Primary School, we offer a range of opportunities for children to widen their musical experiences beyond the classroom. Weekly Choral Singing and Ukulele sessions, delivered by specialist teachers, form a key part of this. Additionally, a range of after-school clubs and partnerships with local music organisations enhance our provision.
Choral Singing
Children in Years 3, 4, and 5 take part in 30-minute weekly Choral Singing sessions with a specialist teacher from the Archdiocese of Liverpool Schools' Singing Programme. Rooted in our Catholic ethos, this programme lifts voices together in worship and enriches children's faith and musical heritage, from ancient chants to contemporary worship songs.
We are currently working towards accreditation through the Schools Singing Programme, embedding music into daily school life. Children have the opportunity to develop their singing skills systematically, with progress monitored through recordings and teacher assessments.
Ukulele
A specialist ukulele teacher provides weekly lessons to KS2 classes, rotating termly so that every KS2 child receives instruction throughout the year. Pupil progression is monitored through performance opportunities and informal assessment.
Choir Club
Our KS2 choir club meets weekly after school, offering children opportunities to rehearse and perform together. Performances are planned for Christmas at the local high school, in Kirkby town centre, and at two local care homes. The club builds confidence and musicianship, and also provides informal assessment opportunities to gauge musical growth.
Karaoke Club
Later in the year, we will introduce a Karaoke Club open to both KS1 and KS2 (on an alternating basis). This inclusive, fun environment encourages children to perform favourite songs, promoting confidence and enjoyment of music. This supports broader engagement, especially for younger children.
Plans are in place to offer additional co-curricular opportunities for EYFS and KS1 to ensure that musical engagement begins early and is sustained throughout their school journey.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Throughout the year, we enrich our students’ musical education with a wide range of experiences. Visitors regularly come into school to perform and deliver workshops, enhancing cultural capital.
Recently, children from EYFS to Year 6 participated in African drumming sessions with a specialist guest teacher. Classes also deliver performances during assemblies linked to key events such as Anti-Bullying Week, International Women’s Day, and Black History Month.
At Christmas, children stage a nativity performance for families. Our partnership with Knowsley Music and Performing Arts Service enables us to organise guest performances and specialist workshops, broadening pupils' musical exposure.
These experiences are integrated into our curriculum planning, and we use informal assessments, such as teacher observation during performances, to evaluate and celebrate musical growth.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	We are committed to continually developing our music provision to meet the needs of all our learners. Our future plans include:
· Continuing collaboration with Knowsley Music and Performing Arts Service for workshops and targeted CPD, ensuring non-specialist staff are supported to deliver high-quality music education.
· Expanding collaboration with local secondary schools to host joint workshops and concerts.
· Organising at least two annual trips to professional music venues, giving students the chance to experience live music in new environments.
· Broadening performance opportunities in the local community, targeting both KS1 and KS2 involvement.
· Setting specific targets for choir club performances (minimum three per year) and monitoring musical progression through recordings and pupil feedback.
We aim to ensure sustained improvement in the quality, inclusivity, and breadth of our music provision, helping every child find joy and achievement in music.
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